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To the Queenes moſt 


excellent Maicſtie. 


O then howe bleſſed 
ave all we? how — 
and vnmooueable is our peace and 1 
God hauing bleſſed v1 with a bing. who in 
religion and learning excelleth 47 alme, 
his Matic with 4 Dneene in 
due pr 1 anſwerable to himſelfe. 
Wherefore at it it aur dutie to toyne both 
in our daily praters : ſo neither would 1 
ſeparate you in my humble endeanonrs. 
For the Pan felicitie and glory of this 
realme reſleth wholly in bu Mavffie, 
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but the future hope to baue theſe infinite | 
| Hleſſong s e vpon vs and 57 2 
Ky 5 wnto the worlds end,ari. | 
ſeth from you both , in reſpelt of that 
moſt bappie royall iſſue you' bane had al- 
— 2a 2 pleaſe God you 
may haue hereafter , Which as it will be 
our greateſt ſecuritie and comfort: ſo that 
it may be no, danger to your CMureſties 
health,eſpecially that which your High- 
neſſe now goeth withall, we ſhall continu- 
ally and — and beſeech 
at Gods hands , Andwhat the power 
of praier is, ibis ort ſermowhic 4 I pre- 
fume to offer vmto your ſacred Maieſtie, 
doeth in ſome ſort ſhewe. 


Your Maieſties moſt deuoted 
and obedient ſubiect, 


Thomas Playfere. 
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Aike, and it ſhall be ginen you : ſeeke, 
and you ſball fnas : knocks, andit foal 
be opened vnto you. 

7.7. 


Efore I come to 
the particular in- 
treatie of this text, 
it will not be a. 
miſle, as I take it, 
enerally to ob- 
FP ſcruc ſome fewe 
things. Our Sauiour, ſaies not here, as 
to one, Ake thou, ſeeke thou, knocke 


A 1 thou : 
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thou : but as to many, Azke, ſeeke , 
knocks, For it is, Our Father; though 
it be, / belcene. A ſparke of fire in the 


goes out. A droppe of water in the 
ea. is ſafe ; beeing alone, is ſoone dried 
Euen ſo, in priuate praier, that 
ſmall ſparke of zeale which is in vs, 
may quickly be put out,and that little 
droppe of deuotion which is in vs 
may quickly be dried vp: but in pub- 
lique praier , it is not ſo. Whercupon 
Daniel * requeſteth his companions, 
Sidrach, Milach, and Abednago, to 
pray with him. Yea, Ioel b aduiſeth 
them, to gather a ſolemne aſſemblie, 
and to call the elders, and all the inha- 


the Lord, to offer vp praiers vnto 
God. A threefold cod, in not eaſily 
brolcen c. Now what is prater els, but 
a cord, wherewith we binde Gods 
hands, when he is readie to ſmite'vs 


fire, keepes fire; by it ſelte, of u ſelfe |, 


bitants of the land, into the houſe of | 


for our ſinnes ? Even as Efay com- 
plaining to god, ſaies, 4 There is none 
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that calleth vpon thy name, none that 
riſeth vp to take hold of thee , to hold 
thy hands, and binde them faſt with 
the cord of praier. But if a twofold 
cord, or athreefold cord, cannot eaſi- 
— broken, whenas two or three of 
aniels companions are gathered 
together in the name of Chriſt : then 
much more ahundred-fold cord,or a 
thouland-fold cord, cannot eaſily be 
broken, whenas not onely two or 
three of vs, haue agreed vpon a petiti- 
on in earth, but euen Ioels ſolemne 
aſſembly, fuch a .olemne aſſembly as 
here is, many hundreds, yea many 
thouſands of the faithfull, are gathe- 
red together inthe houſe of the lord, 
to offer vp praier vnto God. Such a 
cord of praier,as this is, ſo well 
twiſted by ſo many, muſt needs moſt 
| forcibly draw downe from heauen, 
infinit graces for vs. And therefore 
our Sauiour (ates here, not as to one, 
but as to many, Acke, ſeeke, knocke.So 
likewiſe. itis not (aide here, as in the 
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time preſent , that by and by we ob- 
taine the thing we pray for ; but asin 
the time to come, And it ball be ginen 
von, and you ſhall find, and it ſhall be ope- 
ned vnto you. For as Laban kept Iacob 
a long while from his yongeſt daugh- 
ter, whome he loued beſt, that his 

t be more increaſed conti- 


loue mi 
nually : fo God oftentimes holdeth 
x. | vs a while in ſuſpence, that he may the 


defideris. | more ſharpen our appetite , and in- 


flame our © deſire. Becauſe,ſaies Gre- 
gorie, The more earneſtly he is deſi- 
red of vs, the more ſweetely he is de- 
li — Vs. — as a mar 
,becing about to put money in- 
to a bagge, and perceiuing the bagge 
will ſcarce hold all the money, 
ſtretches out the bagge,before he put 
in the money : after the ſame ſort, in 
this caſe, dealeth God with vs. God 
_— that thoſe _— ; — 
our praiers he purpoſes to 
— ſo great, that our hearts 
as yet are not capable of them, ſtaies 
a while, till afterward when our hearts 


— 
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are more inlarged , and ſtretched out 
like a wide bagge,we may the receiue 
_ , when — are — for them. 
Whereupon the prince ct 
Gries, Lord, 1 crie — has Ache de 
time, and thou heareſt not, alſo in the 
night time, and yet this is not to be 
thought follie in 8 me. Some perhaps 
would thinke ita great point of folly, 
for a man to call and crie vnto him, 
who ſtoppes his cares, and ſeemes not 
to heare. Neuertheles, this follie of 
the faithfull, is wiſer then all the wiſe 
dome of the world. For we know 
well enough, that howſocuer God 
ſeem at the firſt not to heare, yet, The 
Lord is a ſure refuge , in dus timo, in 
b Hlaclion. Firſt , in due time: then in 
affiittion, Becauſe, for the moſt part, 
in helping vs, God rather reipects the 
due time, then the afflition. So that 
although,as ſoone as we pray, he doe 
notalway preſently free vs from affli- 

ion, yet if we can be content to wait 


a while, and tarie the Lords —_— 
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his due time, he will ſurely relecue vs. 
And therefore it is ſaid here, not as in 
the time preſent, butas in the time to 
come, And it ſhall be giuen pon, and you 
Hall finde, and it ſpall be opened wnto 


Jon. 


Now then in this whole ſentence, 
two principle 28 would be conſi - 
dered. The far 
er muſt performe to god. The ſecond 
what God for our prayer will per- 
formeto vs. What we in our praier 
mult performe to God, is in theſe 
wordes, Abe, ſeebe, knock. Aube with 
the mouth, ſeeke with the heart, knock 
with the hand . What God for our 
praier willperforme to vs, is in theſe 
wordes, And it ſhalbe ginen you, and you 
ſpall find, and it ſhalbe opened ynto you. 
And u ſpall be ginen yen. that's for tem- 


ſpirituall things : and is ſbaibe ope- 
ned onto you, that's for eternall things. 


| Abe, ſeek, knock , and it ſhalbe gine» 
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what we in our pray- | 


5 things : and you ſhall ſind, that's | 
or 
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[hy Pythagoras willed his ſchollers 
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you, and you ſhall find, and is ſhall be ope- 
ned vnto you. Firlt we muſt abe with 
the mouth. Ioakim the virgin Marics 
father , going to the wildernes to 
pray ſaid thus, Prayer halbe my mate 
and idrink, Whereby it is euident, that 
as meate and drink, the naturall food 
of the bodie, mull go in at the mouth: 
ſo on the other ſide, prayer, the ſpi- 
rituall food ot the ſoule, mult go out 
of the mouth. Which is the reaſon, 


to pray aloud k. Not that he thought 
that God could not otherwiſe heare , 
but to teach vs, as Clemens notethl, 
that as our dealing with men muſt be 
as in the ſight of God: ſo our prayer 
to God, mult beasin the hearing of 
men. Ezechias king of the Iewes , 
witneſleth of himſelfe, that praying 
in his ficknes , he chattered like a 
young ſwallowe . Nowe we knowe 
by that prouerb, which for biddetli to 
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keepe ſwallows vnder the ſame roote 


"where we keepe our (clues, that oo 
A 4 bird 


No uepee Hot. 
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p Num. 22.4 


q Oſe. 14. 
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bird is ſo troubleſome ſor chattering. 
as the ſwallow is. His meaning then 


was this:that as a yong ſwallow open- 


eth her mouth, and neuer leaues yaw- 
ning vnto the damme, till ſhee (he be 
ſatisfied: ſo he opened his mouth, and 
as the Prophet Eſay faies o, kept no 
ſilence, neuer left asbing.gaue the lord 
no reſt, vntil he had mercy vpon him. 
Balack , king of the Moabites, ſpea- 
keth thus p, Shall this multitude licke 
vp all that are round about vs, as a 
calfe licketh vp the graſſe of the field? 
Nowe we knowe that a calfe licketh 
vp the graſſe of the fielde with his 
mouth. The thing then which he fea- 
red, was this:leaſt the Iſraelites ſhould 
licke vp, that is, ouercome and de- 
{troy him, and all his, with the u 
of their mouthes, with their praiers to 
God, which are called 4 the calues of 
the lipps,euen as a calfe licketh vp the 
graſſe of the field. The Church wiſh- 


eth the ſoutherne winde would blow, 


buys her ſpices might flowe forth *. 
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The ſoutherne winde,is the milde & 
comfortable ſpirit of God. The ſpi- 
ces, are the praiers, the {weete odours 
of the Saints . So that we wiſh the 
ſoutherne winde would blowe vpon 
vs that our ſpices might flowe forth, 
when as we wiſh the holy Ghoſt 
would worke vpon vs, that our prai- 
ers might flowe forth. That as God 
breatheth in his ſpirit into vs, by the 
inſpiration of grace : ſo we might 
breath out. our ſpirit vnto God, by 
the reſpiration of praier. According 


month and drewe in breath, ] drewe in 
breath ther's inſpiration . / opened 

mouth, ther's reſpiration So that they 
which neuer open their mouthes to 
arte, are dumbe fiſhes , which haue 
lues, and breath not; or elſe dead i- 
dols, which haue mouths, and ſpealce 
not. Whereas in trueth,euery one that 
hath an eare to heare, ought to heare; 
and ſo euery one that hath a mouth 
to (peake, ought to ſpeake. Speake 


vnto 
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to that of the prophet, I opened my 8 
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vnto the rocke, ſaies God to Moſes *, 
vhen the children of lirael wanted 
waterin the wilderneſle. And after 
the ſame manner, when we want the 
water of comfort, iu the wilderneſle 


of this world, we mult ae it ot G od, 
we mult fpeake for it vnto the rocke 
Chriſt lefus. For it was his onely re- 
queſt he made to his ſpouſe; when 
he tooke his very laſt farewell of 
her vpon earth, Let me heare thy 
voice u. As if Chriſt ſhould fay thus 
to his Church, My deareſt, now I am 
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readie to aſcend vp vnto my father. 
Howben, in the meane while, I will 
not leaue you comſortleſle. But 
though I ſhall be abſent from you in 
bodie,yet I will be preſent with you 
in ſpirit; alwaies beholding your or- 
der of ſeruice, and hearing your prai- 
er vnto me. Therefore,let vs not here · 
after be ſtrange to one another, but 
let tokens of louing kindneſle paſlc 
continually. betwixt vs . I will ſend 
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of fire. Send you vp to me your prai- 
er,like pillars of ſmoake. And in caſe 
you want any thing at any time , doe 
no more, but let me heare your voice; 
let me by a praier, as by a letter from 
you vnderſtand it, and you ſhall haue 
it. Abe, and it (hall be giuen you. 


Vet it is not enough for vs, to aske 
with the mouth : we mult alſo ſecke 
with the heart. For ſecking with the 
heart, hath oftentimes preuailed, with- 
out the asking of the mouth. But aſ- ſx Aur 3 
king with the mouth, could neuer yet — de 
obtaine any thing of God, without 
the ſeeking of the heart. Therefore 
Hierom findeth himſelfe greatly gric- 
ued, that now and then in praier time, Fa daes 
his mouth & his mind went not both jparamus in- 


fænore cogito 
in dialog. ad- 
ertus Lucifer: 

plo in tem 


Thus is ſatans ſubilty, io be then moſt la. 


buſie 
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buſie in tempting of vs, when we are 
molt buſie in praying to God. As 
when two goe to law with one ano- 
ther, the plaintife will doe what be 
can, to hinder the defendant, that the 
judge may not heare what he is able 
to ſay in his own cauſe: in like ſort the 
devil! the common plaintife, the cõ- 
— accuſer of all mankind, when he 
ſeeth vs vpon our knees, pleading for 
our een by prayer, and pres fa- 
uour and pittie ot God, the iudge of 
all, then doth he moſt interrupt and 
diſturbe vs. And euen as the furies, 
are deſcribedto hate ſnakes and ſer- 
ta vpon their heades, in ſtead of 
— i ſathan diſtracts our mindes, 
and makes vs lilce furies , putting pe- 
ſilent and noyſome cogitations in- 
to our heades, in ſtead of deuout and 
holy affeRions . Which is the cauſe 
why Iob, y before he fell downe vp- 
on the ground to pray, did ſhave his 
head, did ſhaue and cut off all idle and 


earthly thoughts, which are _ 
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els, but ſnakes and ſerpents, ſuggeſted 
that old ſerpent the deuill. For 
ed Iob knew right well, it was 
vnpoſſible God ſhould heare him, if 
he heard not himſelfe . No no, faies 
God, I will neuer heare ſuch a peo- 
ple, becauſe this people drawes neare 
to me with their mouthes, & honour 
me with their lippes, but their hearts 
are farre from * me. What then ſaies 
the Apoſtle ? 1 will pray with my 
breath, or with my mouth: yea and I 

wil pray alſo with my vnderſtandin 
or with my * heart. Seeing indeede 
fiue wordes, though they were no 
more, comming from a well diſpoſed 
and a.faithfull heart, are athouſand 
times better, thẽ ten thouſand words, 
which are neuer at all vitered , but 
muttered onely and mumbled vp in 
the mouth. Gods promile to his peo- 
ple is this, You b ſhall ee me, and 
you ſhall finde me, becauſe you ſhall 
ſeelce me with your whole heart. 


Gods performance of his promiſe is 


this, 
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this, © You haue ſought me, and you 
haue found me, becauſe you haue 
ſought me with your whole heart. 
Therefore when thou ſeckeſt, /ceke 
with thy heart; when thou praieſt en- 
ter into thy chamber. Thy lippes are 
but the chamber dore. So that, when 
thou haſt opened the dore of thy lips, 
then thou muſt enter into the very 
chamber of thine heart. That thy 
praier may not be an emptie or a 
windie praier, puft or blowne from 
the lungs; or from the hppes : bur a 
heartie and a pithie praier, a ſacrifice 
which hath marrow and d tatnes Such 
a ſacrifice as Dauid offered, whenas 
hauing firſt faid , ey heart hath fai 
led © me, I haue loſt my heart: anon 
after he faies, / haue now, O'Lord, 
found my heart again to pray vnto thee, 
Salomon deckt & garniſhed rs tem- 
ple, before he praied in it: and ſo be · 
fore thou praieſt, prepare thy heart. 
Be ſure thou finde and furniſh thy 
heart, which is the true temple of 


The power [} 


him, 
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him , who is greater then Salomon. 
And as that woman that ſought her 

oat, ſwept ouer all the whole houſe; 
b whe thou ſeekeſt any thing of God, 
ſweepe ouer the whole houſe of th 
b heart: ſay with Manaſſes, O Lord, I 
bow vnto thee,thc knees of my heart: 
ſceing thou haſt ſaide, Seeke ye wy 
face, thy face, O Lord, doe ſeeks: yea 
I doe ſeeke thee with my whole heart: 
ſeeing thou halt (aide, Secke, and you 
hall nde. 


Yetitis not enough for vs to ſeeke 
with the heart : we muſt alſo knocke 
with the hand. For he that was borne 
blinde, could notwithſtanding both 
ſec and ſay, that God heareth not fin 
ners; but that euery one which calleth 
vpon the name of the Lord, muſt de- 
part from iniquiue, So that n is to li 
tle purpoſe, for a man to ſeek, thoug 
with neuer ſo fai lifull a heart, cxcep 
alſo he knocke with a righteous hand 
The heretikes called Enchite, protel- 
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ſed to doe nothing els but pray. Be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle exhorteth vs to 
pray continually . But they did not 
conſider , that to pray alwaies, is to 
ſerue God alwaies. And that a godl 
life — — and is a f 
raicr to So that profe to 
— to doe nothing elſe.in fed 
pang leſſe. Seeing as The- 
odoret of them. They did 
nothing for the moſt part, but ſleep. 
Whereas in Baſils iudgement, a prai- 
er ſhould be filled, not with ſyllables, 
or good words, ſo much, as with good 
workes. Which none can doe, who 
either with theſe heretickes, doe no- 
thing at all, or elſe no good thing at 
all, but onely that which is ill with o- 


' thers. When you ſhall multiply your 


raiers vnto me, ſaies God K, I wil not 

re you, becauſe your bids are full 
of blood. It a ſubictt ſhould offer vp 
a ſfupplication , hauing his hands im- 
brued in the blood of the kings 
ſonne , tell me, I pray you, what 


thinke 


a 


_ of proter..” 


thinke youthow would the king take 
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it? would he him his requeſt, 
_ you? or — — —— be 
moſt wrathfully in enra- 
againſt him? And euen ſo doth 
od take itat our handes when we 
knock with bloody 
preſuming ſtill to pray, and yet con- 
tnually crucifying the ſonne of God 
by our ſimnes. Therefore ſay the god- 
ly, Let vs lift vp our hearts with our 


handesl. They ſay not, Let vs lift ww Lare. 


our hearts alone: but let vs liſt vp our 
hearts With our hands. Let vs not on- 
ly feeke with our hearts, byt alſo knock 


with our hands: yea cuen with inno- 
cent hands. And another; Let my 7% 4+ 


prayer be directed vnto thee as in- 
cenſe: & let the lifting vp of my hids, 
bean cueniny ſacrifice vnto thee. And 


yet another: I will that men — bao | 


where; lifting ure 
or 28 e diacleter , 


though it haue very many excellent 


& vncleane hands, 


ſoucraigntiesin i, yeti looſeththEal, 


ng 
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praier, is ſo lothſome, 
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er whole pounds of frankinſence, 
Lat, nay ſcarce fo much 
e graine of mirr. We put into it 
— — much — of 
faith, much ſhew of ſeeking with the 
heart; but little mytr, litle true morti- 
cation, little holines of bfe , little 
ſound knocking with the hand. Nay, 
that which is moſt lamentable, or ra- 
ther moſt deteſtable of all, ſome are 
not aſhamed, in ſtead of this pure 
mytthe, to put in the very dragges 
18 A ee — — vile 
ist why many 4 mans 

and 6 — 


to God. Whereas if we would make 
N ſhould be made, ac- 
ing to Gods preſcriptiot, and 


Ll 


ut in as much of the myrrhe, as of 
the frankinſence; of eath lig waight, 
then I aſſure you, no pomander 
which is of amber and mitske, 
would be ſo pleaſant in the noſtrils of 
at this perfume of praier, where: 
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is made of franleincenſe and myirbe 
Of frankincenſe, in a heart that fce- 


| keth ; and myrthe, in a hand that ec. 
keth, When Moſes praied in mount 


Vr and Aaron. Yeathey didnot one- 
ly hold 'vp his hands, but alſo they 


rodde of Moſes was a figure of the 
croſle of Chriſt. Whereby we arc 
taught, that we muſt not knocke with 
our owne hands, but with Moſes rod 
in our hands, not truſting to be heard 
for the works of our owne hangs, for 
our own merits, but for Chrifls mer- 
cies. For this rodde of Moſes is the 
croſſe of Chrift , the key of Dauid, 
the key Where with Elias Hb ; or 
rather mdeede he ſtood not without, 
knocking like a ſtranger, but with 
this key. of praicr , he lockt and yn 

lockt heauen at his pleaſure. Among 


'Tthem that haue beene borne of Mo- 


men, there hath not riſen vp a grea- 


ter then John Baptiſt. Not a greater. 


True. 


Oreb, * his hands were holdem vp by 


held his rod in his hands. Now the | 
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Elias was as great, as the ſecond Elias 
Iohn Baptiſt. For both of them came 
| in one and the ſelfe ſame ſpirit, in one 
and the ſelfe ſame power. No maruell 
then though Elias, beeing ſuch a ho- 
ly man, ane while by turning the key 
one way,did locke vp the whole hea- 
ven, another while by turning the 
(ame key of praier as much another 
way, in the turning of a hand, did vn- 
locke all the dores and windowes of 
heauen, and ſet them wide open. 
Why doe ye maruell at this? Euen we, 
we our ſelues, I ſay, ſhall be able to 
doe as much as euer Elias did, if we 
come in the ſpirit and power of Elias, 
as Iohn Baptiſt did. If we haue fuch 
a ſpirit in our heart to ſceke, and ſuch 
a —— in our hand to krocke, it (hall 
likewiſe be opened vato vs. For 
Chriſt hath faide here, Knocke, and it 
ſhalbe opened vnto you. Thus much 
forthe firſt part, what we in our prai 
er mult performe to God, in theſe 


"ed B 3 words, 


| 
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words, Anke, ſeks knocke. 


The ond partfolloweth, what 
God for our will performe to 
vs, Andas ſhall be given yew. That's for 

eb, In . 1 
is ſaid, Giue, and it ſhall be giuen 
Here, Aske, and it ſhall be e 
So that it is ah pen 

may get as much o 588 
by fax asking that ba (8 
haue not, as ape e's A g that which we 
32 
it is not given you. But 
follows, Becauſe you 22 Be. 
cauſe you azke not with your mouth 


For La aske” temporal 

conſume them vpon y ale 

though this be the mow ln 

intendeſt , yet thou dareſt not con- 

S e 
e then 


. 


thou doſt aske fr 


— 
—— 
— 


F 


| downe,and in 


ten word . Seeing euery th 
ä — how be aſſure 


God by Chiriſt, which is the b 
ten word. Now both theſe 
written aud 
mouth. Whi 


thy mouth, and 1 will fill ie 
Aube of mie; and I wilt givetlice, the 
heathen for thine inheritance. For the 
eyes of the Lord, are vpon the 
teous and his eares are in their - 
ert. He ſaies not, their 527 
his _ _ his: rares are in 

ers. 10 

— they cannot 
pierce through the cloudes. & much 


of Hoſtes, vet that he will bowe 
1ncll@hiseates » 


or els :; thou-dolt — che be: 


and warranted to vs by the Scripture, | 
which is the written word; ſo it muſt 
be count nanced and commended to ö 


my: Ax 
.| mouth, henGods prociſers plats 


— — 2 — 
- 


- - as - 


N XS, - 


ile, mat ee 


lefſe enter into the eares of the Lord 
vnto our i 


— 1 = 


— 


Depome, 


—— voice of a man 7. His 


cannot be in his eares, yet his cares 
ſhall be in our praicrs. A captaine of 
che hoſt of Iſrael beeing cut off by the 
time, before he could cut off all his e· 
nemies, 
Sunne, fland thou flill, This was a tem- 
thing, euen ume it ſelfe which 
praied for. But there was neuer 
ſcene ſuch a dae, neither before nor 
ſince, wherein the Lord obeyed the 
a were 
not in the eares of the Lord. They 
went vp to the ſunne, and no further. 
* the * Lord, were in 
his praters. For the ſcripture faics 
— the ſunne obeyed, but that 
Lord obeyed the voice of a man. 
o ſigniſie, that not onely God, him- 
ſelſe, will yeeld vnto vs, but alſo if the 
lune, ar any other oſ his creatures, 
ſhould refuſe to giue vs ourasking, 
yet that he will command and com- 
pell chem alſo ; with himſclfe to ſerue 
vs. And what man then vill not obey 


* 
q 


ſpake to the ſunne, Aying, 


| 


eee 


9 — 


— — — — 
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y the voice of a man ? 


Lord will 
Pharaoh, beeing plagued with frogs, 


got the man of God to pray for him. 
end the Lord did according to the 
word of Moſes x. And the Lord obey- 
ed the voice of a man. Moſes did ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord. 
| That's plaine. The Lord did accor- 
ding to the word of Moſes. That'y 
ſtraunge. Yet thus it is. And this it 
ſhewesthat if Moſes will doe accor- | 
ding tothe word of the lord , the lord 
= — — to — word of 

oſes. If we will ke z precepts, 
he will fulfill our re ach He will tul- 
fill the deſire of them that feare him, 
he alſo will heare their crie; and will 


help them. I haue cried, fates the Pſal- 
miſt, becauſe thou halt heard mea. 
One would thinke he ſhould haue 
ſaid contrariwiſe, Thou haſt heard 
me;becauſe I haue cried. Yet he ſaies, 
Ll haut cried, becauſe thou haſt heard 
me. To ſhewe, that crying,'doeth not 


alwaies goe before hearing, with god, 


* a+ 


x Bnod.$-1þ. 


aPlalty 4. 


| cauſe. God once wes (o difpleaſed 


| FT — Coos — 
— — * 2 


a 


vs before we crie, and will 


neuer to give vn, yet if we 
bis; wee — — 
owne ſentence to God 


— wil deſtroy man whom 


—ͤ — — — — 1 
- 


as it doeth with vs: but that God will 
n | 


And that whichis moſt admirable. . | 
— — — 


his 
him — — 


Ihaue made ; from the face of the 
canh.-Yetwhen/Noah had builtan | 


altar and praied 
ſmelleth a ſauout of reſt , and faid' 


curſe the earth any more for mans 


N. 1 
tell you truely, Iwill deliuer you'no 
more, Yet when when t 


of Iſrael, and he geve them Iepthe to 
deliver them op — —_" 
God once ſent Nathan with this mef- 


deliverer of him, his very — 
within him', for the miferie | 


10 God b. The lord 
in his heatt, I will not henceforth | 


— 


—ͤ—U—— — — 


ſage 
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ſage to Dauid, As the Lord hueth, the 
man that hath done this thing ſhall 
ſurely die. Yet when Dauid had ast 
forgiueneſſe, and ſaid, Have mercie 
vpon me O lord, after thy great 
goodneſle,and according to the mul- 
titude ot thy mercies , doe away mine 
offences; God ſent the ſame prophet 
with a contrarie meſſage ©, I he lord 
hath-takenaway thy ſinne, and thou 
ſhalt not die. God once ſent Eſay with 
this meſlage to Ezechias , Set thy 
houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die and 
not hue. Yet when Ezechias had tur- 
ned him toward thewall , and wept, 
and praied,and ſaid, O Lord remem 
ber howe haue walked before thee 
in trueth, and with-a perfect heart; 
God ſent the. ſame prophet with a 
contrarie meſſage, Thus faith the 
lord, I haue heard thy praiers and thy 
teares, and now behold thou ſhalt live 
N 
ding glad was heofrhy faluation.For 


- 
edt. En 


thou | 


fa Reg. 20 · C. 


| 


*_. | fayes Auguſtine, * Seek what you 
| 2 — Gebe 


De power 


ſire, and didſt not denie him the te- 

ueſt of his lips. He asked life of 
thee, and thou gaueſt him a longer 
life, euen fifteene yeares longer. As 
alſo here thou oel romile vs, both 
for this life, and for all temporall 
things c6cerning this life, yea though 
it be athing, which once thou hadſt 
purpoſed neuer to giue vs, Aske, 


at ſhall be given you, 


Yeanot only God will gine you 
temporal things, but alſo _ foal! find 
ſpiritual things. Yet the Church ſaies, i 
I ſought him home my ſoule loued, 
I fought him, and I found him nor. 
But the reaſon goes before, becauſe 
ſhe ſought him in her bed: ſhe ſought 
him not with her heart. My ſoule Jo · 
ueth him, ſaies ſhe,yet at that time her 
heart loued her bed better. Therefore 


thou didt g unt him his owne de- 7 


7 I EY — 


Seek Chriſt:that's ↄ good what. Seele 
8 hat! 


f 
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— — him noq 


in That's an ill where. But ſecke 


Chriſt, not in a ſoft bed, but in a 
bramble buſh. So that the bed is no 
fit place to id him in, who had not 
where toreſt himſelfe. But goe into | 


| the garden among the bramble buſh- 


ſleeping , but ſweating dropps of 
blood for your redemption, and cal. 
ling you to him, * Come vnto me all 
ou that labour, (not you that he a | 
d and are ſecure, but you thay la- 
refreſh you. Take my yoke vpõ you, 
and you ſhal find reſt for your ſoules. 
If you fecke reſt with you hearts, 
2 your ſoules, you ſhall find reſt | 
for your ſoules;& thatreſt alſo, which 
is not to be found in the bedde of 
pleaſure, but in the yoke of Chriſt; 
f thou ſeekeſt for this ſpnituall reſt, 
as for ſiluer, and fearch for it, as for 


| 
| 
not where you ſecke« Moſes found | 
es, and there you thall find him, not | 


bout) and are heauie laden, and I wi 


' treaſures, * then ſhalt thou vnderſtand 
| the feare of the Lord, and find the 


| 
ita . 89. 


| 
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knowledge of God. Therefore ſeck 
the Lord,notinthe bed of ſenſuality, 
but where he may be found. And 
{ eek the lord while he maybe found!. 
Or rather indeed, though not in what 
place ſoeuer, yet at what time ſo euer 
we ſinners ſecke, we ſhall be ſure to 
fixae him , that faies, 1 am found of 
chem chat ſought me u not. So chat 
no man. ſeeking God, ſhall returne 
I with a Non eff invents; but we that 
have erred & ſtraicd like loſt ſheepe, | 
finde kim, or rather we ſhall be 
found ot him, before we ſecke him. 

And that which i is moſt wondertull 
of all, we ſhall not onely finde often. 
by umes befbre we ſeelce, Coat alſo we 

finde much more then we ecke. 

That good Centurion "ſought onely 
one wad: Dir ver bum. ſaies be bat he 
d more. Chriſt᷑ vttered not one · 

word, whereby his ſeruant was 


one 
55 but alſo very many Words, 


en gaue lumielſe a molt ſin- 


and commendation * 


— 


_ 1 
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| bis faith. Dymas, the theife on the 
right hand, » ſough 


t onely to be te- oLuks; 4 
membred, when Chriſt ſhould come 
into his kingdom, but he foxnd more. 
| What talkeſt thou of becing remem- 

bred, faies Chriſt, as thougb thou 
ſhouldſt be farre from me out of my 
ſight ? Tuſh man, I will doe more for 
| [thee then (0? Thou ſhalt not evely 

be remembred, but thou ſhalt be wit 

me. And why ſaiſt thou, WheI come 
into my kingdome? as though it 
would be a long while firfl 2 This ve- 
ry day ſhalt thou be with me in my 
| lingdome ; 1445. day ſhalt then be wit 
me in paradiſe. That needie man in the | 
Goſpel, ? ſought onely to borrow pLukns. 

three loaues, but he foxnd more. God 
I his goodfriend, bad him welcome at 
| midnight, and did not onely lende 
| | him, but franlely and freely giuc him, 
not onely three loaues, but as many as 
| he needed, He gaue him as many a: be 
needed, Salomon, a ſought onely wiſ- ace 
dome, but he found more. Seeing he | 


a ſought 


— 


— — 
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3 The power = | 


| was but as a ſounding braſſe, or as a 


fought firſt the kingdome of God & 
the righteouſnes thereof, all other 


Whereforeifany man want wiſdome, 
or any ſuch ſpirituall thing, let him 
with Salomon ſeeke it of God, & he 
(hall finde it. Yea we ſhall finde infi- 
nitely aboue meaſure, more then we 
ſeeke, or can deniſe to ſeeke , of him 


that ſaies, Seele, and pon ſbal finde. 


Yea not only you ſhall find ſpiri- 
tuall things, but alſo ir all be opened 
vnto you: that's for eternal things. Yet 
we read that ſome began to knock, 
ſaying, * Lord, Lord, open vnto vs, 
| and it was not epexed vnto them. But 

the reaſon is euident elſewhere. Be 
| cauſe they did not knock with their 
hands. They had, I grant lampes in 
their hands, butth Fad not oyle in 
Meir laps. So that all their knocking, 


tinckling cimball . Whereas if we 


things beſides, were added vnto him. 


would knocke to purpoſe indeede, 


he 


— — — 


| 
| 


K 


— — — 
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the way were, as Chriſt teacheth vs 
elſwhere, not to crie Lord, Lord, but 
by ſetting to our hands, to doe and 


worke the will of our heauenly fa- 
ther. Loe ye, ſaies Chryſologus, how 


= 


Ep quim ne- 
gare nollet, 


loath our good Lord is to denie vs a- 
ny thing, feeing though he were ne- 
uer ſo much diſpoſed to keepe vs out, 
yet here he teacheth vs a way , how 
we may breake open the dores, and 
preſſe in vpon him, and get the king- 
dome of heauen whether he will or 
no, by the violence and force of faith, 
from him. For ther's a' great diffe. 


rence betweene Diues and God, 
[though there be a great agreement 


betweene Lazarus and vs. Lazarus 
t was a beggar full of ſores! fo are we 


all by nature beggars , ſtanding with- 
out, aud oct. the dore. Yea, 


to be relieved with the crummes of 
bread , which fell from the rich mans 
board: ſo haue we all neede, God 


rerur, oll endit. 


his bodie was not ſo full of ſores, as | 
out ſoule is of ſinnes. Lazarus defired 


qi ſibi etiam 


neg anti, quali- 


ter e 


Lak. 6.20. 


A wote, 


| 
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wote, to be refreſhed with the crums 


| of meteie, which fall from our ma- 
ſters table · Tet in one 


better then Lazarus, In 


, we are 
in was his 


| bard happe ,to knocke at the dore of 


a cruell, a wretched ,.a miſerable cai- 
| tiffe , who could ſee no time to open 
vnto him. But we knocke at the dore 
| ofa moſt kind, a moſt hberall, a moſt 
mercifull father, who as ſoone as he 
| heareth vs rapping with a liuely faith, 
which worketh hy charitie, bath no | | 

wer 49 keepe vs out any longer, 

u preſently he opexerb vnto vs. And 
even as S. Peter, * when he ſaw that 
lame cripple lying vpon the ground, 


| crauing an almes, at the beantifull 


le, ſaid vnto him, Sil-| | 
be! none, but ſuch as 
lh, and recouerie I giue 


gate of the 


baue, 
thee: ſo-Chriſt , when he ſceth vs ly- | | 
ing proſtrate, groueling onthe groid | | 
before , and ing for. a“ 
almes at the beautifull gate of his ho- 
ly temple, by and by epencrb_vnto | 


| 26207 


— 
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vs, and giues vs not ſiluer or gold, or 
any ſuch corrupuble thing, bur health 
and ſaluation to our ful and all the 
ineſtunable riches of his glotie, and 
all the eternall treaſures at his king- 
dome. O that ſome of you would a 
lale trie, whether this be true which 1 
fay or no | that you would bounce as 
hard as euer you can, at this beautifull 
gate, and ſay with the Pſalmiſt. - Ariſe, [x LfA 
ariſe, O — , why fleepeſt thou? J 
warrant you , you thould heare him 
[anſwer you in — Now [y ral u. 4 


for the pitifull cõplaint of the 
| nale Fg Lordil vill leape 
xo longer, I will ariſe and open vnto 
them. So it was peed to the poore 
| * Publican, He went vp to the tem- 
cher, be knocked his breaſt and ſaid, 
Lord, be merciſull voto me a ſinger. 
Therefore the dore of mercie was o- 
pened vuto him, and he went home, 
euen into heauen his long home, 
more iuſtified in the ſiglu of God, 
3 then 


an 


— — 


AC. 
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The power | 
then that other which iuſtified him 
ſelfe. So was it opened to S. Steuen ©. 
He was brought out to be ſtoned. 
But when he came forth, the ve 
ſtones could not knockehimſo hard, 
as his praiet knockt heauen gate, whe 
as he laid, Lord leſus let mein, Lord 
leſus teceiue my ſpirit. Therefore the 
ate was opened vnto him. He ſaw the 
heauen d, and Teſus ſtanding at 
the right hand of God, where he 
within a while after, ſhould fit him- 
ſelfe. So was it opened to king> Dauid. 
He knoclet very imperiouſly,not like 
a petitioner, but like a commander. 
Lift vp your heads, O ye gates, and be 
| | 
ye lift vp ye cuerlaſting dores, that 
the King of glorie may come in. O- 
pen vnto me the gate of the righte- 
ous, that I may enter in and praiſe the 
Lord, And when the gate was opened, 
as he was entring in "he pointed to it 
and ſaid , This is the gate of therigh- 
teous, the iuſt ſhall enter into it. So 


— 


was it opened to S. Paul. He was caſt 


downe [-- 


of prater. 
downe into the very loweſt dungeon. 
All the chaines of darkcdes and euen 
hell it ſelfſe, could not haue held him 
| faſter, then that dungeon did. Yet at 
midnight, when he praied &knockt, 
ſuddenly all the priſon doresy flew 8. 
pen, yea all the dores of heauen like- 
wiſe ſtood open, and that which is 
| moſt maruelous of all, they ſtood ſo 
wide open, that not onely S. Paul 
himſelfe went in, but alſo Stephanas 
the iayler, and his whole houſhold, 
home he at that time conuerted and 
baptized , did enter in with him. So 
that all, all eternall things are ours, 
and nothing , nothing can preuaile a- 
ainſt vs, if we noche as we ought. [ 
Not the braſen gates of hell. to ſhut'vs | 
in, nor the golden gates of heauen, to 
ſhut vs out. For Chriſt hath ſaid here; 
Knocke, «nd it ſhall be opened wnto you. 
| Thus much for the ſecond part, what 
God for our praier will performe to 
vs in theſe words, Aud it ſhall be ginen 


| you,and you ſhall find, and it ſhall be ope- 
. 


ned 


— ——— 
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ned vnto you. 


Now then my deere brethren, giue 
me leaue, I beſeech you, to ſpeake vn- 
to you, me I ſay, that am the ſeruant 
of God, and your ſeruant for God, 
as Naman the Syrians ſeruants ſaid 
vnto him. Father, ſay they, ifthe pro- 
phet had commaunded thee a great 


thing, wouldſt thou not haue done it? | 


how much more then, when he 
ſueth vnto thee, Waſh, and be cleane? 


Brethren, ſay Lifhe that is more then 


a prophet, had commanded you a 
greatthing,would you not haue done 
ue how much more then when he ſai · 
eth vnto you , Waſh, and be cleane, 


| Aike, and it ſhall be inen you? He 


deſires4o be deſired, he ha's not 
his ownewill, except we have ours. 
But we may haue what we will for 


asking. God doeth aske no more of | 


vs, but only that we would vouchiaſe 
to aske him. Doe no more, ſaies he, 


but aske,and haue: Doe no more, but | 


— a 


— — — — 2 * 


| 


| 


| 


 lecke, | 


—_—— 
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Vea the molt filly beaſt in all the for- 
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ſceke, and finde: Doe no more, but 
knocke,andenterin. O Ho eaſily, & 
yet howe powerfully docthi praier 
worke! It ouercommeth all beaſtes. 
The Leuiathan, the ſtrength of all 
Gods creatures, was ſo ſubdued by 
praier , that whereas otherwiſe he 
might haue beene a gulfe to ſwallbwe 
vp Ionas quicłe, and for euer to de- 
uoure him, he became a ſhippe to 


ſaue him. It ouercommeth all men: | 
h Ioſeph one portion 3. 
boue his brethren, which he got of 


lacob 


the Amorites, by his ſword and by his 
bowe. But the Chaldece Paraphraſt, 
tranſlates it, By wy praier, and by my 


ſupplication; Which tranſlation proo- 
ueth, that praieris the ſword, and ſup- 


plication is the bowe of a Chxiſtiau. 
wherewith he ſubdueth all his ene - 
mies. It ouercommeth the deuill him- 
ſelfe. Praier and faſting, are the chei- 
felt meanes to caſt him out. If we re · 
ſiſt him by prarer, he will flic trom vs. 


11 
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reſt, is not ſo much affrighted and a- 
mazed, when a lyon roareth, as this 
cowardly beaſt the deuill is daunted 
and terrified. when a Chriſtian pray · 


eth. What ſhall I ſay more? It ouer · 


commeth him that cannot be ouer- 
come,making the virgins ſon ſtoupe 
downe, and condeſcend vnto vs. 1 
pray thee let me goe , ſaies he, to one 


chat wreſtled with him all the night 


long by praier. If thou wilt be a ſuter 
to G04. God will be a ſuter ta thee. If 
thou wilt pray vnto God, God will 
Pray vnto thee, I pray thee , ſaies he, 

et me goe, But what doeth Iſrael an- 
ſwer ? I will not let thee ge, except 
thou bleſſe me. No will? It is not be- 
hike now as God will, but as man will. 
God is taken captiue by praier, and 
become a priſoner to man, and ſtands 
at his curteſie, ho ſaies, I will not let 
thee goe, except thou bleſſe me. And 
that which is more then all this, if 
more may be, praier ouercommeth 


Sea. not onely berg well pleaſed, 
as 


Fas rm - ac” 


— 
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as he was with Iſrael, when any child 
may deale with him, but alſo beeing 
diſpleaſed, as he was with the Iſrae- 
lites,when no man may come neere 
him;when his wrath burneth as fire; 
when he thunders from heauen; and 
teares the clouds in peeces & cleaues 
the rockes aſunder; and ſhakes ſand 
and ſeatogither;and makes the whole 
— ina trembling fitte of feare, flie 
away from him. Yet if ſome Moſes 
doebut ſtand vp in the gap and pray, 
all this omnipatent power, ſhall come 
to nothing ; god ſhall not be able, 
though he be neuer ſo angrie, to en- 
ter vpon the breach, but praier ſhall 
haue the victorie, & get the conqueſt. 
of him. Wherefore — once 2. 
une I ſay, let vs alwaies inirench our 
ues within this inuincible bulwark 
of praier. Our whole life alas, as we 
haue made it by ſinne, is moſt miſera- 
ble. There is no man aliue, if he had 
'knowne before he was borne, what 


— would haue befallen 1 
- this 


_— 


1 


am Thepw 


| all. Butin al the calamirios of this life, 


| _—— - 


this life,; but would haue wiſtsed; 1 
watrant you, with all his heart, that 
that which was the wombe of his 


treſſe ispraier. y 
oſtentimes in ſpirit with the Apoltle, 
raptyp into the third heauen,, where 
we,that are otherwiſe: but wormes, | 
allet wink the angels, and even con || 
tinmalby tallte with God. Hence it is 
that holy men and women in former 
time could neuer haue enough of this 
exerciſe. Nazianzen in his Epitaph 
for huis ſiſter Gorgonia writeth, that 
hee was ſo giuen to praier, © that her 
knees ſeomed toõ cleaue to the earth; & | 
to geo to the very ground, by rea- 
ſon of continuance in-praier. Grego- 
rie in his Dialogues writeth,, that his 
aunt Tvaſillabeing dead, was four to | 
haue her elbowes as hard as horne. 
r "= = | 
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a dee, at which ſhe. vicd to pray. 
Euſebius in his hiſtorie writeth that 
lames the brother of our Lord, had 
knees as hard as cammells knees, be- 
nummed & beremed of all ſenſe and 
feeling, by reaſon of continmnall knee- 
ling in prayer, Hicromin the life o 


Paul che Eremite, writeth,thathe was 


| cies*. So that the very dead corps ſee · 
| med yet to live and by a kind of re · 
ious geſture to pray ſtill vnto God. 
how happie and — bleſſed, was 
that ſoule without the body, when as 
that bodie without the ſoule was ſo 
deuout! O that we be, that we 
ma be hkewids.fo happ 
{Ted as this holy man was, that we may 
depart hence, in ſuch ſort as he did, 
=_ is in ſuch ſort as Chriſt did, who 
ied in prayer, ſaying Father into i 
bande, — : 2 
lord when he cõmeth, may find vs ſo 
doing, that when we ſhall lie vpon 


our 


. 


y and ſo ble - 


wy /pirit , that our 


kel 


— 


a 


our death bed, gaſping for breath, 
—— wy then the | 
e 0 


precious — 
— precious. blood of 


— 


— of Adam's body, into 
baſome Thron the tender mer- 
cacsof Telus Chri to whom with the 


Finis, 


